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Editorial:
A Ray of Hope for the Urban Poor

Urban planning for the poor has been unable to keep up
with the dynamics of urban growth. The main reason for
this has been that the poor have been treated as a
separate group of people, isolated from the rest of the city.
Corresponding programs have been designed to attend to
their specific or perceived needs, almost independently of
the plans made for the rest of the city. For years, inputs
such as slum improvements and housing projects have
been the main agenda, and while both are, until today,
completely intrinsic to planning
for  the urban poor, it is the
delivery system of these services
that needs to be addressed,

rather than the final product. _ <
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A Ray of Hope for the Urban Poor (ContOd)
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The report also takes a city wide approach , 4.12 (D)

For each city identified, a whole city approach would be taken, to map all the slums,
notified as wel | as non-notified. In each city, a total slum survey would be carried out,
with biometric identification, to identify each slum dweller for purposes of conferment of
rights. Identification would be made of slums that can be upgraded holistically on site,
with or without tweaking land use and FAR(Floor Area Ratio) ; and those which are
untenable and have to be relocated. With a whole city approach, vacant land inventory
would be made. A citywide plan would be made to shift untenable slums to the nearest
possble available vacant land or notified slum which has the space to receive them. Such
slum mapping would also include mapping of the ownership categories of the encroached
land, in order to find or work out suitable solutions for regularization. The whole city
approach would ensure that no slum is left out of the process of upgradation and
regularization.

(Taken from Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) Draft)

We now have a national policy
framework.



STATUS OF SLUMS IN PUNE
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GARBAGE SEGREGATION



Lata ShrikhandeOs grandchildren under a guava tree  on the rooftop terrace






OMy time at Shelter was beneficial
on multiple levels. Besides the
obvious benefit of becoming aware
of conditions otherwise alien to me
at a personal level, it exposed me
to the inner workings that are
requisite for the daily functioning
of informal settlementsb workings
both internal to the settlement as
well as external. My message to
future volunteers is to be patient B
things will take time, and as work
done by SA is not-for- profit,
unfortunately, due to the workings
of the Indian Government, things
will take even longer. So donOt be
disheartened!O




